
     2010 - 2011  
    Optimist Year   

              Hello Ohio Optimists, 

 

It has been my distinct pleasure to have served this past year as Gov-
ernor, for the Great Ohio District. I have had a wonderful time and ex-
perience. People have asked me if I won’t be happy to see it end. 
Truth is I will be saddened a little.  Yes it will be nice but sad at the 
same time. I look forward to working with Our Governor Designate 
Jerry Stahley in the upcoming year, and supporting him in all of his ef-
forts to improve the Great Ohio District.  

 

At the District Convention Joe Madden was elected as Governor Elect 
for the upcoming year. Good luck Joe, you will be awesome. 

 

I want to welcome our newest club to the Ohio District. The Bellbrook 
- Sugar Creek Optimist Club was chartered on August 25th, 2011. 
We have 18 new members there and I am sure it will grow in no time 
at all. We also have powerful Peter ( Peter Von Der Vellen) working on 
a new Optimist Club at Ohio State University, Buckeye Optimist Club, 
we are working on bringing it in by the end of September. 

 

Well we are coming to the end of our year together. It is our year and 
we are doing a great job in “Helping the Kids reach for the Stars”. At 
this time we have 29 days left in our year together, to “Bringing out the 
Best in Kids”. We are very close to reaching our goal in membership to 
achieve Distinguished District. At this time we are only about 70 mem-
bers short of reaching that goal. If only each club would get one mem-
ber, traditional, Friend of Optimist we will reach our goal I set at the 
Convention in Denver last year. We have 29 days to make a difference 
in the life of a child. Together we all succeed in our goals of “Helping 
Kids reach for the Stars”. 

 

. 
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 There are a few clubs that still need to send in there Club Officer Elect Reports. They are Defiance, 
Findlay, Napoleon, Fremont Area, Cleveland West Suburban, Muskingum, Dayton Jefferson, Engle-
wood Northmont, Urbana, Dayton, Hamilton, and West Chester Lakota. If you could get these re-
ports in as soon as possible, it would be appreciated. We would like to get the corrections made to 
handbook if possible and OI needs this info even if the Officers are staying the same. 

 

There are a few clubs that still owe dues to Optimist International and the Ohio District. These need 
to be paid as soon as possible also. In order to be a Distinguished District all dues need to be paid 
and up to date.   

 

President’s for the month of July and August are; Gary Eberts from Mansfield, and  

John Thompson of Cuyahoga Falls Breakfast.  Lt. Governor for the Quarter is Joann Teuscher .  
 

I would also like to congratulate Herbert Loewlein for sponsoring 4 new members since the District 
convention two weeks ago. Way to go Herb thank you for helping the kids.  

 

I would like to welcome all the new members to the Ohio District. They are: Beth Garino, Mary Lou 
Howells, Scott Rowlette, Cheryl Bates, Gene Malinowski, , Bill Hartnett, Davis Brookman, Kevin 
Sheets, Amber McIlvain, Jeffrey Bucher, Kim Beasley, Kay Fowler, Dana Woodring, Barry Brown, 
Daniel Scourfield, Jill Schieve, Patricia Canterbury, Jack Williams, Joan Allio, Tom Stortz, Mike 
Hamer, and Richard Smith Jr. 

 

I would also like to welcome all the charter members of the new Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Optimist 
club. They are: Susan Lopez, Brain Koch, Charles Moore, Greg Davis, Mike Bly, Paul Salchak, Mi-
chael Sabin, Heather Sabin, Vicki Gentry, Laura Blose, Karen Moore, Becki Wick, Dennis Brenna-
man, Brain Burns, Jeff Jeffries, Terry Heck, Beth Lybrook, and Randy Daniel. Again welcome to our 
Optimist Family, and helping to “Bringing out the Best in Kids”. 

 

 A great big THANK YOU goes out to Kelly Eggers for working so hard in bringing in this new club. 

 

I wish to say a big thank you to the sponsors of the new members: Marcia Collopy, Janet Leiter, 
John Rowlette, Martin Larsen, James Basting, Larry England, Michael Friedrich Sr., Beatrice 
Group, Ardath Sunderland, Robert Lipps, Amanda Bennett, Herbert Loewlein, Forest Moses, Bob 
Ball, Tina Reed, and Heidi Thomas 
 

                                                                                                                     Governor Chuck 
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To my many friends in the Great Ohio District: 
  
Thank you for helping me feel so welcome at your convention in Dublin. I enjoyed 
myself and especially enjoyed "ELVIS". I was honored to be able to be President 
Danny's representative and also be there with Essie Johnson, your CIT. Your meet-
ing was one filled with enthusiasm and hope for the future. Governor Designate 
Jerry has a great team. But, let me say that Governor Chuck's team in place is one 
of the best I have encountered in my travels this year. No wonder VP Deb is having 
such a great year. 
  
Thank you for the engraved tray and the coffee mug from the Buckeye State. Thanks 
for the rides to and from the airport, the accommodations and the delicious (and lots 
of it) food.  
  
I look forward to seeing many of you in Milwaukee and at other Optimist International 
functions. 
  
And, as Essie says, "Make It Personal" and remember my challenge to ask someone 
to share your passion for the children of Ohio. If you love children and what Opti-
mism does then grow your clubs and district with many others who feel the same. 
  
YIO, 
  
Ron Graves 
Southwest Region, Vice President  
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            THE WILDS   THE WILDS   THE WILDS   THE WILDS   

   

                      Calling All Spouses, Teammates, and Guests  

Plans are in place to revisit The Wilds on Saturday, October 15, 2011. The Wilds 
is a place near Zanesville, OH where you can relax in an air -conditioned bus and 
let a guide show and tell you about the many rare and endangered animals that 
roam the nearly 10,000 acres.  

 

Travel to and from The Wilds  and lunch will take up most of the day. We would 
leave the hotel about 8:30 - 9:00 a.m. and return around 4:00 p.m.  

 

  According to the website costs would be:  

 Adult            $20        Seniors ( 60 and over)    $19 

 Children 4 -12 $15                                 Under 3 yrs.       Free  

    Hopefully I will be able to help defray the cost of your lunches which will be  

    around $10.  

 

  Please check out the website to see if you would be interested in this   

  event.                          WWW.thewilds.org/visit/tour  

 

              Incoming First Partner,  

              Mary Stahley  

              937-433-8059                          mstahley@aol.com  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

        Please return your reservation to Mary by September 30, 2011  

 

      Please reserve___________Adults’ and/or ____children’s places for me on  

 

      the safari van.  I enclose a check for $_________. 

 

      Return to Mary Stahley   251 Brookway Rd. Centerville, OH 45459  



    

 

 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
                            
                        Joe Madden                    Mary Madden  
 
Delegates  at the 2011 Ohio District Convention elected JOE MADDEN to serve as 
Governor-Elect for the 2011-2012 Optimist year. Joe joined the Optimist Club of Cen-
terville Noon on May 1, 1982.  He was a Distinguished President 1988-89, Lt Gover-
nor of Zone 14 1994-95 and currently is the Cub’s Secretary. Joe has held numerous 
District chairs; New Club Building 1988-89, Leadership Development 2007-2010, 
Achievements and Awards 2008-2011. He has received numerous honors; Club Opti-
mist of the Year 2002-2003, Bringing out the Best in Kids Educator of the year award 
2006, elected to the Ohio District Hall of Fame 2008, Christian D Larson Award 2009, 
for the past 10 years has received an award for being Secretary of a Distinguished or 
Honor club, PGI Level 10. Agitator of the Year Award 2007-2008, District Sergeant of 
Arms several times and District Meeting and Convention presenter and training many 
times. 
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OHIO DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

 The 2010-2011 Scholarship goal of $3000.00 has been met, due to the 
generosity of some clubs and individuals of the Ohio District. Thank you one 
and all.  

 

Note:  Please include the Scholarship Fund, as your club budget is being pre-
pared for the 2011 -2012 year.  

 

 NEW:  

 Remember a Loved One……….  

 with a contribution to the Ohio District Scholarship Fund.  

 Remember a Deceased Member..........  

 with a contribution to the Ohio District Scholarship Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Notification of memorial gifts will be sent within 24 hours of receipt.  

 

 

A contribution has been made  

to the  

 

OHIO DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

 

In memory of  

 

———————————————————————————————— 

By 

 

————————————————————————————————- 
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Please include the mailing address the notification is to be mailed to and the 
name. 

 

 Thank you again,  

 

 Bill O’Neil, Scholarship Chair  

 233 Broken Fence Drive, Medina, Ohio 44256  

 330-722-7071 - E-Mail:  oneil113@zoominternet.net  
 



 
 

AROUND THE OHIO DISTRICT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Centerville Noon Optimist Club  
 

Optimist Club Partners with Alex’s Lemonade Stand to Fight Childhood Cancer  

 

Centerville, Ohio – Optimist Clubs participate in Optimist International‘s Childhood 
Cancer Campaign in many different ways. All clubs are encouraged to annually spon-
sor a Childhood Cancer related activity either as a community service project or as a 
fund raising event. The goal of these events is to raise awareness of childhood cancer 
and gain public support for these efforts. 

The Noon Optimist Club of Centerville, Ohio supports Optimist International’s Child-
hood Cancer Campaign in numerous ways. From the recent Build-A-Bear event with 
more than 70 cancer stricken kids at Dayton Children’s Medical Center to the 20th An-
nual Tee Off for Youth Golf Outing, this club excels. At this golf event twenty five chil-
dren undergoing cancer treatment are treated to a morning of golf, awards and lunch 
at Sugar Valley Golf Club. 
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However, for 2011, this club has joined forces with Alex’s Lemonade Stand in what is 
truly a win-win situation. Club members assisted young McKenzie Howard at the Cen-
terville Americana Festival as she continued her six year effort to help children with 
cancer. McKenzie is a ten year old who has now raised more than $15,000 simply 
with her Alex’s Lemonade Stands. Last year, McKenzie and her mom, Erica Howard 
spoke to more than 100 club members at the Optimist Club’s lunch meeting. Learn 
more about McKenzie and her efforts at www.alexslemonade.org/mypage/9553 .  

This year’s lemonade stand raised almost $2,600 in one day  by giving away lem-
onade and accepting donations for kids with cancer. 

“Optimist Clubs are all about helping children in our communities,” stated club Presi-
dent Tom Jumer, “Our members were excited about this event as all Optimists are 
Friends of Youth.” 

The Centerville Noon Optimist Club has been supporting the youth of Centerville and 
Washington Township since it’s founding in 1968. Programs and service projects that 
the club supports include Avenue of Flags, the 4th of July Americana 5K Run, Tri-Star 
Soccer and Basketball events and the Haunted Trail at Grant Park. 

Optimist International is one of the world’s largest service club organizations with 
100,000 adult and youth members in 3,000 clubs in the United States, Canada, the 
Caribbean and Mexico and throughout the world. Carrying the motto “Friend of 
Youth,” Optimists conduct positive service projects that reach more than six million 
young people each year.  

The Centerville Noon Optimist Club is the largest Optimist Club in Ohio. To learn more 
about Centerville Noon Optimists please call 937-221-6720, visit our website at 
www.centervillenoonoptimist.com.  
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  Boy earns police award for fending off pit bull 
  
August 24, 2011 4:29 PM 
 
LIMA — It was a Friday night and 9-year-old Tyron Starks was on his brother's blue 
mountain bike on South McDonel Street when a pit bull turned on him. 
 
Unknown to Tyron, the dog had already attacked a man and his family in the area. But 
when the dog turned on Tyron, the boy used the bike to fend off and distract the dog. 
He kept it at bay until a Lima Police officer arrived. 
 
For his actions Aug. 5, the police and Lima Noon Optimist Safety City presented 
Tyron with a meritorious award for bravery Wednesday. 
 
Tyron, who began fourth grade at Liberty Arts Magnet on Wednesday, got to skip a bit 
of his morning on the district's first day of school. He drew some star treatment at the 
weekly mayor's news briefing, earning some media coverage attended by Lima 
schools Superintendent Karel Oxley and the right to wear Police Chief Kevin Martin's 
hat for a bit. 
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  Martin thought it fit pretty well. Earlier in the day, Martin had commended Tyron's cool
-as-a-cucumber actions and said he had the makings of a good police officer. Tyron's 
actions kept the dog from harming anyone else, and no one will know how many peo-
ple he affected that day, Martin said. 
 

“We hope he considers being a police officer,” Martin said. “He has shown courage 
and the ability to think and remain calm and cool in an intense situation. His manner is 
noteworthy for someone 29 years old, let alone 9 years old.” 
 
Tyron said “it feels good” to get a little attention. He said he was a little scared by the 
dog but did what he thought was right. 
 
Police Maj. Chip Protsman said officers have issued 36 citations since the city 
changed its laws regarding vicious dogs. Police can now issue citations for violations; 
they used to have to arrest owners and impound dogs, so it rarely happened. Officers 
can also issue separate citations for each violation, at maximum penalties of $150 
each, the bad behavior can get pricey. 
 
For example, if an owner is walking the dog without a muzzle, leash and proof of in-
surance, that is three violations. Dog owners seems to be getting the message, Prots-
man said, because the violations declined each month in June, July and August. 
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Kettering Noon Optimists Donate to Children's Medical Center 
Also a donation from Prass Elementary Alpha Jr. Optimists  was presented by 
the ladies. 
  
The ladies of Kettering Noon Optimist Club recently presented the Hematology 
Dept. at Dayton Children's Medical Center with wagons, arts and crafts supplies, 
gas cards, and food cards.  Our club Childhood Cancer Chairperson, Lesa 
Garwood, led this special project.  Each year she checks with nurse Robbie 
Mirisciotti in the hematology department to see what we can provide within our 
monetary budget capability for the year.   
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Our members loved this project and had fun shopping for and donating the arts 
and crafts supplies and/or gift type items for patients.  With the help of our mem-
bers and funds from the budget we able to purchase wagons, plus Step 2 com-
pany donated as well. Special lettering was added to each of the wagons by club 
member Mary Sanders.  It was so rewarding to present these items to Children's 
and to know we're helping the young cancer patients and their families during one 
of their most difficult times.  
  
One of the wagons filled with supplies was donated by the Prass Elementary Al-
pha Jr. Optimist Club students.   They did a small sock hop in May and voted to 
have the money go toward a donation to Children's Medical Center Hematology 
Dept.  One of the students in the club has a younger sister who received treat-
ment there.   
  
Pictured are: Maureen Becker, Kettering Noon member; Robbie Mirisciotti, He-
matology Dept. Nurse; Fran Watson, Kettering Noon member; Sue Arm-
strong,Kettering Noon club secretary and advisor for Prass Elem. Jr. Optimist 
Club); and Lesa Garwood, Kettering Noon Childhood Cancer Project Chair. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The following are corrections for the handbooks.  Please make the cor-
rections in your handbook.  

 
Governor Elect is:     Joe Madden (Mary) 

        6635 Chilton Lane 

        Dayton, Ohio 45439 

        (937) 546-9328 (C) 

        ohiogovjoe2012@gmail.com   Joe is listed in several places 
 

The 2010-11 Awards Banquet  will be held at the 2nd Quarter Conference, February 10 th and 11 th, 
2012 at the Ramada Hotel and Conference Center, in Columbus, OH. Wrong conference is printed 
in the handbook. 

 

Oratorical Chair :  The correct spelling of the name of the chair is Sue Anne Martin and her ad-
dress is 509 Glenn Avenue, New Carlisle OH 45344.   The correct e-mail is:  sueannemar-
tin@gmail.com   Phone: (937) 409-1183 (H) 

 
Zone 3 – Brunswick Optimist Club – New President is:  

 
 Ronald Manzi 

 1415 Yale Drive 

 Brunswick, Ohio 44212 

 (H) 330-225-7211 

 Ronald.manzi@geis.ge.com 
 
Zone 5 – Austintown Optimist Club – correct name of Treasurer is:  

                                   JOSEPH P ZEMKO 
 4625 SheffieldDrive 
 Youngstown, OH 44515 
 h: (330) 793-2384 

 

Zone 7 – Worthington Optimist Club – New Treasurer is:  

 Gary A. Meyer 

 6734 Berend Street 

 Worthington, Ohio 43085 

 (H) 614-885-0109 

Ohio District Bulletin                                                            Year Ending/Year B eginning                                         Page 14 



 

 

Zone 9 – Wapakoneta Noon Optimist Club.  Correct e -Mail address for  

 

 President:  Connie Chinn - dcchinn@bright.net  

 

Zone 10 – Covington Optimist Club  - New President  

 

 Fred Davis 

 294 N. Ludlow Street 

 Covington, Ohio 45318 

 (H) 937-473-3539 

 davisd4061@yahoo.com    

 

Zone 11 – Vandalia Butler Optimist Club:  New Officers  

 

 President           Secretary    Treasurer  

 

 John Wheeler      Joyce Rollert           Paula Reed 

 1019 Kenbrook Drive     150 W. National Rd.          360 Citadel Drive 

 Vandalia, Ohio 45377       Vandalia, Ohio 45377 Vandalia, Ohio 45377 

 (W) 937-898-2346     (H) 937-890-2110          (H) 937-898-5372 

 (C)  937-672-3403     (W) 937-890-2110            (W) 937-414-7602 

   john@digitalcowboyit.com   (C)  937-672-0038          (C) 937-414-7603 

            jrollert@coax.net           pcpaula@woh.rr.com  

  

Zone 12 – New Carlisle Optimist Club. The correct Treasurer is :  

 
 Sue Anne Martin  
 509 Glenn Avenue 
 New Carlisle OH 45344 

  (937) 409-1183 (H) 

 sueannemartin@gmail.com   (Must have been my day to pick on Sue Anne) 
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Zone 14 – Bellbrook Sugar Creek Optimist Club – NEW CLUB 08 -25-11 
 

 President    Secretary    Treasurer  

 

 Karen Moore   Laura Blose    Dennis Brennaman  

 3813 Middle Run  2068 Bellview            1384 Bareback Tr.  

 Spring Valley, Ohio  Bellbrook, Ohio            Beavercreek, Ohio  

  45370       45305    45434 

 (H) 937-241-5815 (H) 937-848-9257  (H) 937-306-2154 
 sovereigngift@yahoo.com  lablose@sbcglobal.net  dennis.brennaman@s3.com  

 

    Zone 13 -  2nd  Street Market Optimist Club and in back of book under  

   Past Governors:  

 
 Tom Fortener – correct e -mail address is:  tom@tomfortener.com  

 
    Above corrections were received prior to August 31, 2011.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

        

                        

                                           Making Friends  
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Get Your Achievements and Awards (A&A) Banner 

Patch Now!  
It’s not too late!  Even if you haven’t submitted any report forms un-

til now, you can still earn a patch for your club banner.  Submit the re-
port form and claim all the points you have received during the entire 
year in the fourth quarter column.  If you do not have a form, one can be 
found at ohiodistrictoptimist.org.  

Remember you can get a patch for earning as little as 500 points to 
be a bronze club winner.  At 750 points you become a silver club winner 
and at 1,000 points you become a gold club winner.  Send your completed 
forms to Joe Madden, 6635 Chilton Lane, Dayton, Ohio 45459 or E -mail 

them to maddenj01@yahoo.com .  The deadline is October 10 th. 

 

 

 

 

Club Scrapbook Entries Scrapbooks for  

judging must be presented at the first District  

Conference on October 15, 2011 after the  

President's  year. Scrapbooks will be returned when judging is com 

pleted. Scrap books should be delivered to Cherie Gentry , who will be  

picking up the  scrapbooks for Sally Schmidt, District Scrapbook  

Chairperson. 
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Ask an Optimist 

I am passing this info and form on in the bulletin. I would like each Lt. Governor to 
pass this part on to each club and Optimist in their zone. Any completed forms can be 
sent to me or Peter.  

 

This is a form that Peter has designed and to be use to put a data base together of 
Optimist that would be used to relay to students looking into that particular field.  

 

Any questions please contact me, 614-557-0881. 

 

Chuck Davis,Governor 
Ask an Optimist  

Optimist Profile  
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________   Zip Code:____________________ 

Undergraduate College or University Attended: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Major:_____________________________________________________________ 

Graduate or Professional College or University Attended: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Graduate or Professional Degree:_______________________________________ 

Current or Most Recent Employer:_______________________________________ 

Position and Description:______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

Position and Description:______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Office(s) in Optimist International:_______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 Email:_____________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  Work:_____________________        Cell:___________________________ 

Preferred Method of Contact:__________________________________________ 

Comments:_________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

This information will only be given to college Optimist members who are interested in learning more 
about the career and job opportunities in their respective fields of study.  They may call you to ask 
questions about the field, ask for advice or just general information but they may not call you re-
questing a job.  By signing below you agree that, if contacted by a college Optimist member you will 
answer their questions about your field of work and/or their questions about further involvement in 
Optimist International.   

Signature:_____________________________________________ Date:________ 

 

Please return to: 

Jackie Elcik 

210 W. Woodruff Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43210 

Any questions or comments regarding “Ask an Optimist” or to request additional profile forms, 
please email Peter Von Der Vellen at von-der-vellen.1@osu.edu.   
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Congratulations go out to the new Bellbrook Sugarcreek Optimist 
Club.  The club was chartered on Thursday August 25th with 18 members.  Kelly 
Eggers (far left) soon to be president of the Centerville Noon club was the force be-
hind building the club.  Karen Moore (Center) holding the bell and gavel is the charter 
president. 

The field rep who chartered the club was past Governor and past OI VP Bill O’Neil 
(Green jacket) Beside Bill is our current Governor Chuck Davis and in front of Chuck 
is Jerry Stahley soon to be Governor. 

Members are:  
 
Front row left to right: 
Randy Daniel, Mike Sabin, Karen Moore, Laura Blose, Dennis Brennaman 
  
Back row left to right: 
Paul Salchak, Heather Sabin, Jeff Jeffries, Vicki Gentry, Brian Burns, Greg Davis, 
Charles Moore 
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Darrel F. Basford 

389 Timrick Place 

Monroe, Ohio 45050 

513 600-3528 

darrelbasford@att.net 

Ohio District Bulletin Editor 
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